
Cape Town and the Western Cape are open for business. 
Come and create, but be mindful of our drought.

Cape Town and the Western Cape are open for business. We encourage you to come and create in our beautiful province, but please 
be mindful of the drought and help us save water.

At present Cape Town and the Western Cape are experiencing its worst drought in recorded history.

Level 6b restrictions have been implemented in order to ensure that consumption is reduced to a level where Day Zero can be avoided. 
This is entirely possible, if we all work together during this time.

All businesses have an important role to play in getting us through this drought. By reducing your water’s consumption, or by making 
use of non-potable and other non-municipal water, you will help ensure that the City of Cape Town’s target of 450 million litres per day 
is not exceeded.

If you do this now you can help keep our economy going, and emerge stronger than before the drought.

Climate change is a reality that many places around the world are either facing, or will still soon face. If we work now to build resilient 
businesses, we will emerge from this drought as a leading green economy in the years ahead.

Your international clients are welcome in our city. The film and media sector is an important job creator for our regional economy, 
and by continuing with your productions, we will keep creating jobs. But please be mindful when you visit, and help save like a local.

We have put together some FAQs on what your company can do to save water. If you are looking for more specific information for your 
international client on how they can abide by restrictions, please do not hesitate to contact water@wesgro.co.za
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Contact our CEO, NICO DEKKER, directly for anything you need to 
know about CAPE TOWN FILM STUDIOS or filming in South Africa

Tel: +27 21 843 2400  Fax: +27 21 843 2410  

Email: nico@capetownfilmstudios.co.za

www.capetownfilmstudios.co.za

DISCOVER 
THE WORLD OF 

CAPE TOWN FILM STUDIOS

AFRICA’S 
NEW HOME FOR FILM

WHAT MAKES 
CAPE TOWN FILM STUDIOS 

SPECIAL?

CAPE TOWN FILM STUDIOS is the first custom-built 
Hollywood-style film studio complex of its kind in 

Africa, with state-of-the-art support services.

Backed by national, provincial and local 
governments and with private shareholdings, 

CAPE TOWN FILM STUDIOS is envisioned as 
the dedicated hub for media, new media, 

entertainment, film and related industries in 
South Africa – and Africa.

Majority shareholders Videovision Entertainment 
and Sabido Investments (e.tv) are leaders in their 
respective fields of media, film and entertainment. 

Sabido Investments, a media investment holding 
company, owns the only private free-to-air terrestrial 
television station, leading black youth radio station 
in Gauteng, 24-hour news channel, television and 

radio stations in Africa and produces significant 
content for television usage both domestically 

as well as offshore. It is a subsidiary of Hoskens 
Consolidated Investments Limited, an investment 

holding company listed on the Johannesburg  
Stock Exchange. 

Anant Singh, Chairman of CAPE TOWN FILM 
STUDIOS, is the only South African member of the 

Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. 
Anant is South Africa’s most eminent producer 
and distributor, having produced more than 60 

films in the past including the Oscar-nominated 
Yesterday. Videovision is currently producing 

Long Walk to Freedom – the only fully authorised 
autobiography of Nelson Mandela. Anant has also 
recently been honoured with the World Visionary 

Award by the Palm Beach International Film 
Festival. He was also appointed to the Board of 

Governors for Media and Entertainment of the 
World Economic Forum.

CAPE TOWN FILM STUDIOS’ location is in one of 
the ten most sought-after cities in the world, 
offers a unique opportunity for filmmakers to 

take advantage of a temperate climate, stunning 
variety of locations, superb expertise and state-

of-the-art facilities at a fraction of what film-
making traditionally costs.

Some Feature Film Productions hosted by  
South Africa: 

• The Human Factor • Amelia • 10 000BC 
• Blood Diamond • The Interpreter • Disgrace

• Lord of War • Hotel Rwanda • Catch a Fire 
• Goodbye Bafana • In My Country 

• Ali • Beyond Borders • Flight of the Phoenix 
• The Scorpion King 2: Rise of a Warrior  

• Racing Stripes • 24: Redemption • Tsotsi 
• Flashbacks of a Fool • Red Dust • Yesterday 

• Ask the Dust • Cry, the Beloved Country

FILM-FRIENDLY 
CAPE TOWN 
MADE FOR MOVIES

Daily sunshine of 14 hours in summer (October to March) and temperatures averaging 
22-24˚C make Cape Town ideal for filming during the Northern Hemisphere winter. In 
Cape Town’s winter (April to September) average temperatures of 10-18˚C confirm its 
exceptionally moderate climate for film-making.

CLIMATE

Cape Town is linked to the world via frequent, 
daily, non-stop flights to and from all major 
international cities and is approximately 2 
hours’ flight from all major cities in South 

Africa. Flying time is 11 hours 35 minutes from London and 14 hours 35 
minutes from Atlanta. South Africa is 2 hours ahead of GMT. CAPE TOWN 
FILM STUDIOS is 15 minutes’ drive from the airport and 25 minutes from 
the city centre. Situated in the scenic wine region, the nearest beaches and 
shopping malls are a 10-minute drive away. And of course, service companies 
are on site to handle all your requirements.

CONVENIENCE

English is universally spoken. In addition, South 
Africa’s diversity and Cape Town’s cosmopolitan 
nature ensure that all major languages are spoken.

LANGUAGE

USA, UK, EU, Australian, New Zealand 
and Canadian visitors do not require 
visas. A letter of authorisation is 
required for visa endorsements 

regarding work permits. International drivers’ licences are required for 
foreign visitors, but are easily and quickly obtained.

VISAS & PERMITS

Most major credit cards are accepted widely and currency exchange is available both at 
bank branches and bureaux de change. South Africa’s official currency is the Rand (R) 
and all banking can be done at branches, via ATMs or online.

BANKING

We have a reliable fixed line (ADSL), broadband and wireless 
network. Mobile operators utilise the GSM system for 
international roaming and high-speed digital lines ensure 
transmission of digital files internationally within minutes.

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

We have a network of private hospitals and healthcare facilities available for your use, 
staffed with highly trained healthcare professionals renowned around the world. Cape 
Town boasts high standards of water treatment and drinking water is available on tap. 

HEALTH

A superb and well-maintained road network, all modern amenities 
associated with big cities and a sophisticated banking system have 
ranked Cape Town as one of the World’s Top Five Tourist Destinations. 
From exotic guesthouses to spectacular luxury hotels, we have ample 
quality accommodation to suit all tastes and budgets. A vibrant nightlife 
and a wide variety of top-class restaurants offering an exceptionally high 

standard of cuisine ensure you will enjoy your limited time away from film-shooting. And if you do have some 
daylight to spare, consider a tour through the Winelands, visiting our beaches or spas, playing your favourite 
sport or an adventure experience like shark diving . . .

WORLD-CLASS 
INFRASTRUCTURE

Hilary Swank Daniel Craig

Red Dust Flashbacks of a Fool

Kiefer Sutherland • Richard Gere • Michael Douglas • Val Kilmer • Donald Sutherland • Leonardo 
DiCaprio • Nicolas Cage • Tim Robbins • Morgan Freeman • Matt Damon • Dennis Hopper • Richard 
Harris • Will Smith • Joseph Fiennes • Kevin Kline • Colin Farrell • James Earl Jones • Michael Caine 
• Sydney Poitier • Denzel Washington • Sam Neill • Steven Seagal • Jean Claude van Damme •  
Ian Holm • Bridget Moynahan • Salma Hayek • Hilary Swank • Andie MacDowell • Jennifer Connelly 
• Charlize Theron • Kim Basinger • Angelina Jolie • Meg Ryan • Rhona Mitra • Claire Forlani • 
Juliette Binoche • Whoopi Goldberg • Diane Kruger • Michelle Rodriguez • Lauren Holly • Richard 
Attenborough • Robert Towne • Clint Eastwood • Ridley Scott • Andrew Nicol • Mira Nair • Rob Cohen 
• Luc Besson • Billie August • Edward Zwick • Phillip Noyce • Roland Emmerich • Steven Schecter

Nicolas Cage Tim Robbins

Lord of War Catch a Fire



      Frequently asked questions

1. Is it the right thing to do to come to a city while it is experiencing this drought and add to the problem?
Cape Town and the Western Cape are open for business, and we welcome you to our city and province. While we are facing a serious 
drought, it is essential that we keep our economy going. As you know, South Africa has a high unemployment rate, and many people 
in our province and throughout the country rely on the film and media sector for employment. Cancelling now will therefore only add 
to the problem. 
Furthermore, according to our research, international visitors to Cape Town and the Western Cape only constitute 1% of the entire 
population, and this is during peak season. Many leading hotels are saving water, with the largest hotel group in the Cape, Tsogo 
Sun, having already reduced its consumption by 40%. This shows that while visitors are hugely valuable to our economy, they do not 
significantly burden our water supply, as long as they use water responsibly and contribute to the water saving initiatives.

2. Are the cast and crew going to have access to water?
Yes, currently there is adequate water for basic requirements, such as drinking, cooking, showering and flushing. In line with the 
current restrictions, all crew should use no more than 50 litres of water per person per day for personal use. Please refer to the City’s 
water saving poster on page 4.

3. What does ‘Day Zero’ mean?
‘Day Zero’ is the City of Cape Town’s strategy to manage its last water reserves in a tightly controlled manner so as not to run out of 
water. Day Zero will be instigated when the dam levels reach 13.5% and will result in 75% of the City’s water reticulation system being 
cut off. It is a projected date (www.capetown.gov.za/thinkwater), which the City aims to push as far back as possible until the winter 
rains arrive. If all stakeholders adhere to the required water savings target, ‘Day Zero’ can be avoided.
Furthermore, the city is working to ensure that key commercial and industrial areas, necessary to maintain jobs and keep the economy 
functioning, will continue to receive water through the normal reticulation system. These areas will be set out by the City soon.

4. Will it be safe for crew to be here during the period of filming? Is there a plan to keep Cape Town secure if Day Zero happens? 
In the event of Day Zero, the City has conducted trials of its water collection sites and has trained teams to set up and roll out these 
water collection sites. Police officials will be on hand to monitor and maintain security throughout the city in the event of Day Zero with 
the assistance of additional support from the South African National Defence Force if necessary. 
The Western Cape Government’s Department of Economic Development of Tourism has a “Tourism Safety Programme” which will 
continue to function in the event of Day Zero.

5. How much advance warning will be given to residents and business in the Western Cape if Day Zero actually goes ahead?
A City dashboard is monitored and uploaded for residents to receive status updates of when Day Zero may happen. This is a projected 
date, based on consumption, and is entirely avoidable if we all save water and stick to the level 6B water restrictions.
Please see the link below.
www.capetown.gov.za/thinkwater

6. How to buy and access non-portable water/treated effluent water?
The application process is available online, see link below.
www.capetown.gov.za/treated-effluent 

7. Where are the economic protected nodes that will continue to receive water after Day Zero? 
The city is working to ensure that key commercial and industrial areas, necessary to maintain jobs and keep the economy functioning, 
will continue to receive water through the normal reticulation system. These areas will be set out by the City soon.
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8. What are some of the recommendations for the film and media industry to save water? 
Below are some measures the industry agreed are feasible, when working a water wise set, with the industry’s water footprint 
decreasing further as ideas are shared.

General
Any person or company hiring out vehicles to certify that they do not wash the vehicles by the standard methods but only use waterless 
washing methods or greywater. Companies are advised to raise awareness with crew as to the need for water saving so that they use 
water sparingly whether on or off the set.

I. Catering
 Some catering companies are already taking innovative steps to save water. For example, one caterer is in the process of  
 installing a R2m air water system, which generates water from the humidity in the air and produces about 3000L of fresh  
 water daily. As a result, they should soon be off the municipal grid.
  
Naturally not everyone has this financial resource. The following is recommended.
 1. No water to be used on set for washing hands before meals, with waterless hand sanitizer units being used instead.
 2.  No Ice to be used on set – alternatives are small fridges to keep items cold, battery powered cooler boxes, dry ice.
 3.  Only water bottles from areas in South Africa where the drought is not causing restrictions should be used (https://www. 
  westerncape.gov.za/110green/water ). Another option is to provide water towers, with water from outside of Cape Town,  
  and non-drought areas, to be used on set, with crew bringing their own bottles.
 4. No ceramic coffee cups or glasses – but recyclable cups – to ensure that cups do not need to be washed on set
 5.  No table cloths for tables – instead use plastic table covers that can be wiped down as opposed to being washed, or paper  
  table cloths
 6.  Replace ceramic plates with recyclable paper plates where possible – the washing up of crockery & cutlery combined  
  uses massive amounts of water.
 7. Select food that does not require lots of water to cook for the crew and cast, collect all rinse water from vegetables and  
  fruit preparation, use paper serviettes, etc…

II. Special Effects
 Production companies to insist on proof that all water used for special effects is recycled non-potable water purchased from  
 the City or other suppliers from elsewhere in the country (non-drought areas) for this purpose.

III. Mobile toilets
 1.  Request mobile toilet operators to ensure that the wash basins in all mobile units are disconnected and that waterless  
  hand sanitizer be installed – each unit uses between 80 – 100 liters of fresh water per day.
 2. Request mobile toilet operators to only use recycled non-potable water for the filling of the wastewater tanks – this is about  
  300L per unit per day – at average 30 units operation this is 9000L of potable water saved daily.
 3. Ensure that no potable water is used in the cleaning process when toilets are serviced.
 4. Production to instruct crew where possible that no normal toilets be used on location and that only mobile toilets provided  
  may be used.

Production companies to insist on formal communication from mobile toilet operators that this is being done before confirming units.

For enquiries on the above, please contact water@wesgro.co.za

For updates on water restrictions and business water queries please refer to the City’s resource page below. 
http://www.capetown.gov.za/thinkwater 

The Economic Security Workstream webpage is:
https://www.westerncape.gov.za/110green/water
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LET’S BEAT DAY ZERO
WITH 50l OR LESS PER DAY

FOR MORE VISIT C APETOWN.GOV.ZA / THINKWATER
FOLLOW @CITYOFCT ON FACEBOOK AND TWITTER

This is a guide for 50 l per person per day. Your actual usage 
will depend on your appliances and personal preferences. 

9l

10l

3l

 Stop-start (with hair wash).

No hair wash = 5 l
Sponge bath = 3 l

SHOWER1 sink wash a day 
or

1 economy load (29 l ) 
every 3 days = 9 l /day.

DISH WASHING

 Water, tea, coffee.
 DRINKING

9l

10l

5l

1l

FLUSHES
One flush.

Use greywater = 0 l
If it's yellow, let it mellow.

 Clean every 2nd day.  

Use waterless 
products = 0 l

HOUSE CLEANING

2l1l Food prep and cooking.
COOKING  TEETH  AND HANDS

Wash hands with 
waterless sanitiser = 0 l

YOUR GUIDE TO 
Small to medium 

sized pets.

PETS

1 machine load (70 l ) 
per week = 10 l /day

1 handwash 
basin = 9 l  

 L AUNDRY


